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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF APPELLATE COURT

CLERKS -~ NOMINATION FORM

1. For the Office of Vice President: (1 year term)
(Office presently held by Marilyn Graves))

Nominee:
Qualifications:

2. For the Office of Secretary: (2 year term)
(Office presently held by Danielle Schott)

Nominee:
Qualifications:

3. For Member of the Executive Committee (2 year term)
(Office presently held by Leslie Gradet)

Nominee:
Qualifications:

4. For Member of the Executive Committee: (2 year term)
(Office presently held by Joe Lane)

Nominee:
Qualifications:

5. For Member of the Executive Committee: (2 year term)
(Office presently held by Penny Miller)

Nominee:
Qualifications:

Name: (Optional)

Date:

Glen D. Clark, Clerk

Court of Appeals, Division One
1501 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007 '

Send by February 1, 1995, to:

]
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NCACC Elects New Officers and Executive Committee

New officers and executive commitiee members were
elected as the National Conference of Appellate Court
Clerks held its amnual conference in San Diego,
California, August 7-12, 1994, at the Sheraton Hotel
on Harbor Island. Ella Williams, Clerk of the
Michigan Court of Appeals, succeeded Ron Barrow,
Clerk of the California Court of Appeal, First District,
as President. David Beach, Clerk of Supreme Court
of Virginia succeeded to the office of President—elect
and Marilyn Graves, Clerk of the Wisconsin Supreme
Court and Court of Appeals, was elected Vice-
President. Nancy T. Foley, Clerk of the Appeals
Court of Massachusetts, was elected to a second term
as Secrefary. Thomas F. Granahan, Clerk of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces, Louise

Livingston, Assistant Clerk of the Supreme Court of
Alabama, and William K. Suter, Clerk of the Supreme
Court of the United States, were elected to the
execulive committee.§

ATTENTIONIN

Ken deBlanc will be contacting
approximately 200 of you who falled
to respond with either your blography
and/or picture for the new NCACC
directory. Please respond to this new
request promplly.

Qut-going prezident, Ron Bamwow, passss the gavel to In-coming presldent, Ella Willlams, at the annual
conference banguet on Thursday, August 11, 1884. Photo compliments of Kathy Kempley



The Docket

Vol

. 23, No.1

11

The Docket

Vol. 23, No.l

The President's Page
By Ella Williams

Thank you for your vote of confidence in me
and the new Executive Committee. Each of us
will do our best to protect and promote the best
interest of the NCACC,

After the San Diego experience, I am sure that
you have returned to your respective offices with
new and invigorating ideas that you learned in a
session or perhaps in a conversation with a
fellow clerk. Each year, we leave the annual
meeting armed with additional information or
ideas that we can incorporate in our daily
routines in our own offices. The educational
programs were exceptional and I salute the chair
of the educational program for a job well done
and the host for making sure that our stay in San
Diego was enjoyable.

It was indeed wonderful to have so many
members volunteer for committee assignments
for the coming year. Because of the
overwhelming number of volunteers, § may not
have been able to assign each of you to the
committee of your preference. However, I do
hope that this will not hinder you from offering
assistance and sharing your ideas with committee
members or with the conference at the annual
meeting. 1 wish to thank the many new
members that volunteered for committee
assignments. [ know that you will find your
experiences to be rewarding.

To those members that were unable to attend the
meeting in San Diego, we missed you and hope
that you will be able to join us in San Antonio.
If you have suggestions or ideas that will benefit
the conference, please do not hesitate to let me
know.

The National Conference of Appellate Court
Clerks has grown each year and is a viable
organization in the field of judicial
administration because of the hard work of its
members.

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!!!
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FACTS, FICTION AND FOOLISHNESS

By Leslie Steen, Clerk, Supreme Court of Arkansas

Tommy Lowe sent me a copy of a
column that appears in the Texas Bar
Journal. The column is written by
U.S. District Judge Jerry Buchmeyer
and he has given me his permission
to plagiarize some of his material,
which | will do shamelessly.

The highlight of his column was a
letter from an 81 year old lawyer
named Mrs. Hulda Knipling
Sellingsloh which contained excerpis
of letters written to the county judge of
Tarrant County, Texas about the time
of the Depression. Here are those
excerpts:

My husband has worked about
in shifts for two months and now
he has left me, and | ain't had
no relief since he has gone nor
before neither.

sttt
Both sides of my parents is very
poor and | can't expect anything
from them as my mother has
been in bad one year with the
same docior and she won't take
another.

b e r g

Do I get more than F'm getting?
Rttt

{ have already wrolg lo the
president and if | don't hear from
him, 1 will write Uncle Sam about
both of you.
*ﬁiﬁfﬂ*ﬂ*ﬂ
This is my eighth child. What
are you going fo do about it?
ittt dw

! am glad to say thal my
husband who has bsen missing

L

is deceased.

sttt

Sir, 1 am forwarding my marriage
cerlificate and two children. One
of them was a mistake.

st Adtnt
Please find our (sic) for cerlain if
my husband is dead as the man
I am now living with can’t eat or
do anything until he knows for
certain.

b oo e o
! am very annoyed lo find that
you have branded my oldest
child as illiterate. It is a dirly
shame and a lie, as | married his
father a week before he was
born.

ARkt
You have changed my little girl
fo a boy. Will this make any
difference?

nhidhihy
I have had no relief since my
husband's project has been cut
off.

St AT
In accordance with your
instructions, | have given birith to
a boy that weighed 10 pounds in
the enclosed envelops.

AT
In answer to your letier, | have
given birth to twins. | hope this

is satisfactory.
it

Nothing else needs to be said except
thanks to Tommy, Judge Buchmeyer,
and Mrs. Hulda Sellingsloh.
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THE WAGON WHEEL PRINCIPLE

A Fictional Story by Rex J. Renk, Montana Supreme Court

Two equally significant questions flashed through Tex's mind as he swung his leg over the saddie In preparationfor the dally
fide to the Clerk of the Montana Supreme Courl's office, One was, *What In the hell am | doing with my fe?" and the other
was, "Did | rememberto tuin the coffee pot off?*

As he setiled Into his saddle and spurred the Appaloosainto o biisk gait, his reluctant brain kicked the answers out, Yes and
No. Yes, he did tum the coffee pot off and No, he did not know what he was doing with his life. "Well at ieast that's seitled,”
he sald aloud as the horse made lis way around the large buffalo wallow that marked the halfway point between Tex's house
and the Justice Buliding.

"Morning, Judge,* offered Tex to the chief justice whose feli-llned cardage had arnved at the same time Tex was tying. off
his horse.

“Top of the motning to ya, Tex!* returned the loud, cheerful, well-fed magistrate. *Say Tex, have you notlced that damn
buffalo wallow? it's getting bigger! Damn near lost the whole buggy this morning! Remind me to make a call down to ihe
highway department, iI's an outrage they let it get this far, damn animals have to be stopped. Theyie o damn nulsance!”

*Yeah, | suppose they are,” replied Tex indifferently, his thoughis obviously wandering.
The chlef |usilce uncharacteristically paused for a moment and studied Tex as the clerk slowly wailked to the big biack door

of the Justice Bullding. "Say, Tex!" the judge called. 'If you don' d me saying, you look about as low as an ant stuck on
a chip in the bottom of that thete wallow. W, 5 e

Tex tured back foward the Chief. He
had taken fime to recognize his mood.

oticeabie, and two, the bustling magistrate

4 guess I'm feeling ke I've got no re : _'nf-'
that sometimes all | do Is shuffle paper, pl
momentous deckslons, rule on important

ex. 'l surely enjoy my work, but it scems
lnce to another. In contrast, you make

The generally rose countenance of the 4 s look overtook his chubby face,

"Tex, you have forgotien the most impd
1 have? Whai?

‘The Wagon Wheel Principle.”
*Come agaln, Chief?*

‘The Wagon Wheel Principle! Stop for a moment and think about your role In $his judicial process, Since 1847, when the clerk
of court position was established in this state, the clerk has served as the direct link between the public and the court. s
you that ultimateily controls the flow of information fo and from the courls, Just as the hub of a wagon wheel recelves the
spokes from all angles, so too, do you recelve all documents from the private and public sectors as well as the Court liself.
A wheel ain't much good without a hub, and I'm teliing you, Tex, you are the structural *hub” around which the Judicial process
revolves. Now don't you forget If* snored the plump, well-seasoned Justice.

Tex stood there feeling heartened by the words of the judge but also slighily embarrassed for having been caught feeling
sorty for himself. As he turmed fo go Inside, he could hear the distant volce of the chiet justice boomingto an assoclate about
the *damn buffalo wallow.”

Tex smiled fo himself. As he crossed the Mexican-tledlobby toward his office, he began to fee! a surge of energy swell inside
him. Not the type of nervous energy that anxiety would bing forth, but the kind that fills the body with confidence and
purpose. With a big grin on his face, Tex entered his office and belted out a big "Good Moming!” to his staff of thiee
employess.

"‘Morming' Tex," responded Susan, the chlef deputy. *Say, Tex, your wife called.”

"Yeas?*

"You left the coffes pol on again.”
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By Mike Yerly, Clerk, California Court of Appeal, 6th District

The weather gods again smiled
on the twenty-first Annual
Conference of Appellate Court Clerks
as clerks from throughout the United
States made their way to San Diego,
California with great anticipation of a
full educational program and a slate
of extracurricular activities. Our
host, Steve Kelly, was there to greet
us at the registration desk at the
Sheraton Hotel, located on Harbor
Island, with a beautiful view of the
bay and downtown San Diego.

Sunday began with a new
wrinkle as Ron Barrow presided over
the annual business meeting.
Sunday evening was a time to renew
acquaintances at the reception

sponsored by BNA held outside the
hotel overlooking Coranado Bay
Harbor. After stories were exchanged
over food and drink, it was time to
retire to the hospitality suite to take
in the most breathtaking view from
the presidential suite on the top floor
of the Sheraton.

Monday morning was time to
get down to work on the outstanding
educational program put together by
Joseph "Moon Doggie" Lane and his
program committee. After a morning
of what's bugging you, the debate
became spirited when sexual

harassment took center stage.
{See "Wrapup, cont. on p. 4)
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{"Wrapup, cont. from p. 3}

For those early risers, Tuesday
morning was highlighted by the First
Annual NCACC Fun Run/Walk
{somehow fun and run should not go
together). Fifty-one participants
enjoyed the early morning air and
scenic three mile course on San
Diego's Harbor Island. Danny Potter
(California Court of Appeal) and Cecil
Crosson (Supreme Court, Tennessee)
lead the pack from start to finish. A
special thanks to Nancy Foley who
helped plan the course and kept the
pack of participants together. Thank
you also to our water boys Ron
"keep'em wet" Barrow and Joseph
"like them lips" Lane.

Tuesday morning was time for
workshops with a full plate of choices
including, imaging, teleconferencing,
clerks office security and other
chioices. Tuesday afternoon was time
for some relaxation and fun with a
trip to Balboa Park and a stop at the
world famous San Diego Zoo
sponsored by Mead Data and their
host Lou Tippett. A guided bus tour
began our visit with an overview of
the entire zoo. Then with time to
revisit and talk with our favorite
animal, we then gathered at the tree
house restaurant for a fine feast of
food and spirits.

The highlight of Wednesday
morning's pre-education
announcement session was Pete (The
Fugitive) Fitzgerald's recount of his
encounter with the San Diego Police
Department. Pete (The Pyro as his
wife calls him) had everyone rolling
on the floor with his story recount of
his detainment as an arson suspect.
Hope Pete will be out on good

behavior in time for San Antonio.

After learning how much stress
we are under from Dr. Zimmerman,
we headed for some stress relief at

-the beach party sponsored by West

Publishing and Mike Whetstone.
John Wilkerson showed his talent at
volleyball. There was plenty of fun
with races, bingo, games and prizes,
not to mention enough food to feed
many a hungry clerk and family.

Thursday morning was time to
learn how tc fine tune our public
speaking and to watch several brave
souls make their public speaking
debut. The Honorable Burton Scott
returned to the conference.

Thursday evening was banquet
time and time for Ken DeBlanc and
his fellow clerks to put on their
formal attire. Ella Williams was
installed as president with Peggy
McGraw being awarded the J.O.
Sentell award. Entertainment was
provided by Bodine with his magic.
Wasn't that the Pyro's wife assisting
Bodine with his act?

Friday's critique session was
cne of the shortest in history - a
tribute to Joe Lane and his
committee. Then it was time to say
goodbye and back to work with
memories of another conference and
to look forward to next year by
shouting, "SEE YOU IN SAN
ANTONIOI!"

HAPPY HALLOWEERN!
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NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST

By Hank Henson, Michigon Court of Appeadls

When Is a 80 page brlef not o 50
bpage brief? Morilyn Graves reporis that the
Wisconsin Bor became concemed ihol

alforneys with access o Laser printers and

proporflonal spacing could squesze an exirg
five or slx poges of moierlal Inio 50 pages
giving them an advaniage over ofhers using
the typewirlier siandard of 10 characiers per
inch. Ouw of concermn for equity came @
Court rule o meet the lechnological age.
Briefs prepared with proporional spaced
fonls may nof exceed 11,000 words and must
be iyped whh o minimum of 13 point fype
and characiter resolution of ot least 200 dois
per Inch. Youwr reporier wondered who
counis the words o Insure compliance, buf
Marllyn cssured me that the cour requires
signed cerilficate be altached which reporis
the number of words used in the body of ihe
birlef,

Some of the same concerns In South
Dakoia were mef by requliing ali brlels be
prepered o 10 charoclers per Inch,
effectively ouflawing proponiondl spacing.
"Take that LEXMARK! Pow XERQX! Silck i In
vour ear HPI" Jilf Engel reporls that they
resirict the bilefs to 40 pages. (Here in
Michigan we ore Irying io lsarn something
frorn both of them.)

JHi giso repors that a recent decision
of her Count found a South Dokola act
estabiishing video lofferes In violaflon of the
staie constitution, There Is now a ballol Issue
to restore the lolterles where some folks are
bloming the Court for the siaies' budgef
deficlls. Ty o ge! your COLA In that
environment!

Fred Giitiner In Minhesola reporis the
Cournt moved Info a newly renovaled
historcal bullding overlooking the Caplic] this
puast August. The offices have reldined ihe
look and charm of g 19 Cenifury cour
house while being it wih oli of the new
feaiures for secwrlly and compuler
technology. NCACC members planning for
new space are lnvited io visii 81. Paul to lsarn
from the Minnesola experence. Fred hopes

fo ba joining us In San Antonlo affer an

absence of the last few yeaors. He also warns
that he will be selliing compact disk
receordings of his own compositions iict have
recenily been produced. A siar Is borni

As to briefs, Minnesola wanis
minfmum of 11 polnt type, not more than 16
characters per Inch (Reach for your
bifocalsi), and no more than 80 poges. I'm
foid by the folks in Missour (lhe SHOW ME
state) thal they let thelrs go on for 100 pages,
giving new meaning io the word spelled *b r
ief (Putfourorfive coples of those In your
files.)

Kelth Rlchardson Is busy In Des Rolnas
with plans for hosting our confarence In 1996,
Mere will be more on that in fuiure Issuss. He
described a briefing process thatl siarls with
the filing of "Proof briefs’. The "Proofs” are
followed by the Rling of an "Appendix” which
is an abbrevicied copy of the kgl coud
record omifling those parls not ci Issus In the
proof brliefs. Finol brlefs are then filed with alf
reforences o the orginal record modified,
becoming references o the appendix, The
originai record Is nof filed, and the amount of
material that needs o be read Is thereby
greafly reduced.

Finolly, Dlerdre Smiih reports thal the
fegisiaiure In Missour Is expecied io provide
new count fees fo und thely technology
program. The mafler may be confused
nowever by a ballot proposal o require o
slale referendum on off fox and fee
ncrecses. Whatever happened o
representclive govermnmeni? '

Here in Milchigan, (Where resis your
President's gavel) we are looking forwand o
working with four oddiffional Judges nexi
Jonuary and core also expeciing a reduciion
In our Criminal case load, Our voters have
been asked lo capprove o change In fhe
consiliufion fo abeolish the Cialm of appeal by
fight for Criminal defendanis who plead gullty
in the Wl court, | undersiand that mos? of
you have never had such eases In the firsf
place. We're silll learning.t
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PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS . . .

A. B. NEIL underwent brain susgery on
August 31, 1994, shortly after returning home from
San Diego. He is recuperating in West Side Hospital.
Although his recovery may be lengthy, he is making
progress. A.B. and Laddic want everyone fo know
how much the cards, flowers, and phone calls have
meant 10 them.

The address for West Sides is 2221 Murphy
Avenue, Nashville, TN 37203, Room 5208. The
phone number is (615) 342-5208.

EEELETLE L L AL LR LT

JUDGE JOHN SHEPERD of the Michigan
Couri of Appeals and a participant in NCACC
conferences is ill. Cards and letters can be sent to
him ai Sinai Hospital, Room 2612, 6767 W. Outer
Drive, Detroit, MI 48235 :

RON BARROW is a new grandfather! Karissa
Marie Barrow was born June 30, 1994 and weighed
7 s, 9 1/2 oz. and was 21" inches long.
Congratulations Ron!

e de e skt bk ok ok

G. RONALD DARLINGTON, Executive
Administrator of the Commonwealth Court of
Pennsylvania, Daniel Schuckers, Prothonotary of that
court, Kristen W. Brown, Deputy Prothonotary, and
attorney Kevin J. McKeon have writien the second
edition of Pennsylvania Appellate Practice. Lawyers
Cooperative Publishing Company expects o make the
treatise available before the end of the yeaz. |

EVALUATION SUMMARY OF 1994 CONFERENCE

Based on the summary of evaluations, Public Speaking and Stress Management were the winning topics
at our 1984 annual conference in San Diego. Half of the participanis who responded to the evaluation
questionnaire (24 out of a total of 83 atiendees responded) would like to see both topics repeated at a
future conference. The "What's Bugging Me?" session was also popular and one participant suggested
that a future sassion hava each attendee bring some practice, procedure, or innovation that they believe
may be helpful to others. Sexual harrassment was a topic many felt is presented too cfien.

New topics for the future: an ADA update, personnel management, automation with an emphasis
on designing a case records management program, and security with an emphasis on how to handle

disgruntied employees and angry pro se litigants.

Commaents on the speakérs and education segmentis were positive but some members wanted to
have information on the planned social and educational program earlier in the year.

Participants would like to see future conferences in Oregon, Chicago, and the Northeast or

Northwest regions.

Everyone who responded to the questionnaire indicated that he would attend a future conference

and would recommend it to othar appoliate court clerks.
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF APPELLATE COURT CLERKS
- COMMITTEES FOR 1994-95

AWARDS

David Beach (VA)

John C. Scott (KY)

Jill Engel (SD)

Mike Yerly (CA)

Frank Habershaw (FL)
Jean Kennett (MA), Chair

BYLAWS

Kenneth DeBlanc (LA)

Marty Brownstein (NY)

Sue Walker (TN)

William K Suter {DC)

Stephen Townsend (N]), Chair

CONVENTION
ASSISTANCE

Keith Richardson (1A)
Diane Pratt Wyatt (LA)
Frankie Lewis (TIN)

John Adams {TX)
Margie Thompson (TX)
Mary Jane Smart (TX)
Ken Law (TX)

Troy Bennett (TX), Chair

FINANCE & INVESTMENT

Joyce Goldsmith (AZ)

John Cahill (NY)

Keith Richardson (1A)
Kenneth DeBlanc (LA)
Danielle Schott (LA), Chair

LONG RANGE PLANNING

William Fulton, Jr. (DC)
Jean Kennett (MA)

Cecil Crowson (TN)

Patrick Stanford (CO)

Penny Miller (SD)

Peggy McGraw (MO)

Loren Strotz (IL)

Ed Smith (MT)

John Wilkerson (AL}
Marilyn Graves (WI), ex officio
Frans Labranche (LA), Chair

MEMBERSHI¥?

A.B. Neil, Jr. (TN)

Peter Fitzgerald (LA)

Lanet Asmussen (NE)

Tanya Carroll (FL)

Lou Costa (IL)

Joe Lane (CA)

Russell Simmons {OH)
Kenneth DeBlanc (LA), Chair

NOMINATING

Peggy McGraw (MO)
Nancy Foley (MA)
Robert Liston (CA)
Cornelia Clark (WI)
Glen Clark (AZ), Chair

PROGRAM

Jean Kennett (MA)

Jilt Engel (SD)

Diana Pratt Wyatt (LA)
Jon Wheeler (FL})

Frans LaBranche (LA)
William Fulton (DC)
Carol Green (KS)

Joe Lane (CA)

Leslie Gradet (MD), Chair

PUBLICATIONS

Hank Henson (MI)

Gist Fieshman {IL}

Tom Granahan (DC)
Victoria Hernandez (CA)
Jon Wheeler (FL)

Ed Smith (MT)

Mike Yerly (CA)

Peggy McGraw (MO), Chair

PUBLIC ATIONS

Cornelia Clark (W1)

Beth McHaney (MO)

Jill Engel (SD)

Danny Potter (CA)

Penny Miller (ND), Chair

RESOLUTIONS &
MEMORIALS

Janice Clinkenbeard (TIN)
Linda Stone (MS)

Stephen Kelly (CA)

Sherie Welch (GA)

Louise Livingston (AL), Chair

SCHOLARSHIP

Gail Haney (NJ)
David Beach (VA)
Tommy Lowe (TX), Chair

SITE SELECTION

Frank Habershaw (FL)

A.B. Neil, Jr. (TN}

Gail Haney (NJ)

Kenneth Law (TX)

Louise Livingston (AL)
Michael Novack (KY), Chair

FPAST-PRESIDENTS

Ron Barrow (CA), Chair
ALL PAST PRESIDENTS

!:
i
i
|
i
|
i
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ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT LIMITS NUMBER AND
LENGTH OF APPELLATE COURT'S OPINIONS

By Gist Fleshman, Clerk
Appaliate Courn, 3rd Disirict (IL)

Reacting to an "avalanche of opinions,” a
divided lliinois Supreme Court entered an
administrative order limiting the number and
length of the intermediate appellate court's
opinions. In lllinois, published decisions are
called opinions and unpublished decisions,
which are not precedential, are called Rule
23 orders. During 1993, the appellate court
published 2,195 opinions. Beginning July 1,
1994, however, the court will be limited to a
maximum of 1,450, Specifically, the First
District, which includes Chicago, may publish
750 opinions, The Second District may
publish 250 and the Third, Fourth and Fifth
Districts may each publish 150 opinions.

Moreover, opinions may not be longer than
20 double-spaced pages and dissents may
not exceed 5 pages. The appellate court
may comply with the page limitation by
splitting individual decisions between
precedential issues which will be published
and non-precedential issues which will not
be published.

In a companion move, the supreme court
amended Supreme Court Rule 23, which
seis forth the criteria for datermining whether
an appellate court decision should be
published or unpublished and provides the
basic format for all decisions. As amended,
the rule now creates a presumption against
publication and allows for summary orders in
certain cases. In the past, Rule 23 provided
that the appellate court should publish any
case which {1} involved an important new
legal issue or modified or questioned an
existing rule of law; or (2) considered a
conflict or apparent conflict of authority within
the appsllate court; or (3) was of substantiai
public interest; or (4) constituted a significant
confribution to legal literature by either a

historical review of the law or by describing
legislative history. Now, a decision may be
published only when a majority of the three-
judge panel agrees that (1) the decision
establishes a new rule of law or modifies,
explains or criticizes an existing rule of law;
or (2) the decision resolves, creates or
avoids an apparent conflict of authority within
the appeliate court.

Further, when the panel unanimously agrees
that at least one of eight listed criteria
applies, it may dispose of the case with a
summary order simply stating the nature of
the case, the dispositive issue, a citation to
controlling precedent, if any, the judgment of
the court, and the applicable Rule 23
criterion. Situations appropriate for summary
judgment include when the court lacks

jurisdiction, the disposition is clearly

controlled by existing law, no error of law
appears on the record, the trial court did not
abuse its discretion, or the record does not
demonsirate that the trier of fact's decision
was against the manifest weight of the
evidence.

Wiriting in support of the changes, Supreme
Court Chief Justice Michael A. Bilandic
stated that it had gotten to the point where
the appellate court judges themselves were
taxed just trying to read all the opinions filed.
For members of the bar it had become
nearly impossible to keep up with the
appellate court's output.

Supreme Court Justice James D. Heiple
stated that many of the published opinions
were redundant and lacking in precedential
value. Moreover, because too many
appellate authors were unwilling to state their
findings in a few pages, legal researchers

4

The Docket

Vol. 23, No.1

had to read through many pages to locate
the gssence of a single point of law. The
result was that legal research had become
unnecessarily burdensome, tedious and
costly.

Two justices dissented from the
administrative order. Justice Benjamin K.
Miller, joined by Justice Mary Ann G.
McMorrow, called it "a mechanical, arbitrary
exercise, demeaning to the appellate court,
and to the public it serves." Justices Miller
and McMorrow felt the newly amended Rule
23 sufficiently addressed the existing
problems by narrowing the criteria under
which publication is appropriate and
permitting cases to be disposed of by
summary order.

Although bar reaction to the summary
disposition amendment has been positive, a
number of attorneys and bar groups have
reacted less favorably to the administrative
order. Several small lllinois bar groups filed
a petition asking the supreme court to vacate

the limit on number and length of published
opinions and open the Issue for public
discussion. Their petition contended that the
administrative order delivered a destructive
message to the appellate court, the bar and
the citizenry. The petitioners argued that
computer—assisted research, along with
opinion digests, ameliorates the effects of
jarge number of published opinions. They
further contended that published opinions
tend to be of a higher quality than
unpublished decisions. The petitioners were
especially concerned that limiting dissenis
would hamper the development of the law,
since "history teaches that time and again
the dissenting opinions of one day become
the majority opinions or legislative
enactments of a later day." The supreme
court denied their petition.

Several appellate districts initially expressed
uncertainty regarding how they would
approach the new limits. At least one,
however, planned to simply allocate 24
opinions per year to each of its six justices.i

INFORMATION UPDATEI

The Procedural Innovations and Case Management for Intermediate Appellate Courts
scheduled for August 10-12, 1985 by the Institute for Court #Management is being
rescheduled. The National Center was requested to reschedule the program because it
would begin before our conference in San Antonio Is scheduled to end.

Stay tuned for further information.

-Ella Williams-

FEED BACK NEEDED

Last year, then President Barrow appointed me to serve on an advisory commiitee to the
Court Services Division of the Mational Center for State Couris. As a part of the advisory
commiitee's work, | want to hear from anyone who has participated in or whose state has
participated in a project or has recslved technical support from the NCSC-Court Services
Division. Contact me at (816) 889-3800.

Peggy BMcGraw (MO)



